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UNITED STATES HISTORY 

 

2020 Exam 

 

Total Time – 45 Minutes 

 

 Question 1 (Document-Based Question)  

Suggested reading and writing time: 45 minutes 

Suggested upload time: 5 minutes 

 

It is suggested that you spend 15 minutes reading the documents and 30 minutes  

writing your response. 

 

Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents.  The documents have been edited for the purpose 

of this exercise.   

 

 

In your response you should do the following: 

• Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of reasoning. 

• Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 

• Support an argument in response to the prompt using at least two documents, with an additional point 

being earned for using four documents. 

• Use one or two additional pieces of specific historical evidence (beyond that found in the documents) 

relevant to an argument about the prompt. 

• For one or two documents, explain how or why the document’s point of view, purpose, historical situation, 

and/or audience is relevant to an argument. 

• Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the prompt. 
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1. Evaluate the relative importance of different effects of the expansion of participatory democracy  

from 1816 to 1848. 

 

Document 1 

 

Source: John C. Calhoun, Vice President of the United States, confidential letter to J.G. Swift, 1825. 
 

The mass of political and moral power, which carried the late administration through in triumph, has 

been wholly neglected in the new organization; and in the final stages of the election, the voices and 

the power of the people has been set at naught; and the result has been a President elected not by them, 

but by a few ambitious men with a view of their own interest, I fear. This result has caused the deepest 

discontent, and in my opinion deservedly. There is a solemn feeling of duty, that it must be corrected at 

another election, or the liberty of the country will be in danger. It is my opinion, that the country will 

never be quiet till the example is corrected, and the Constitution so amended as to prevent the 

recurrence of the danger. The country will appear to subside, but the appearance will be deceitful. 

Principles cannot be violated in this country with impunity. In four years all that has happened will be 

reversed, and the country will settle down on sound principles, and wise policy.  
 

As to myself, I do not think of moving under existing circumstances. . . and I shall never separate from 

principles, let the consequences be what it may. I see in the fact that Mr. Clay has made the President 

against the voice of his constituents, and that he has been rewarded by the man elevated by him by the 

first office in his gift, the most dangerous stab, which the liberty of this country has ever received. I 

will not be on that side. I am with the people. And shall remain so. 

 
Document 2 

 

Source: Senator Henry Clay of Kentucky, speech in the United States Senate, 1832. 
 

A bill to re-charter the bank has recently passed Congress after much deliberation. In this body, we 

know that there are members enough who entertain no constitutional scruples, to make, with the vote 

by which the bill was passed, a majority of two thirds. In the House of Representatives, also, it is 

believed, there is a like majority in favor of the bill. Notwithstanding this state of things, the president 

has rejected the bill, and transmitted to the Senate an elaborate message, communicating at large his 

objections. The Constitution requires that we should reconsider the bill, and that the question of its 

passage, the president’s objections notwithstanding, shall be taken by ayes and noes. Respect to him, as 

well as the injunctions of the Constitution, require that we should deliberately examine his reasons, and 

reconsider the question. 

 

The veto is an extraordinary power, which, though tolerated by the Constitution, was not expected, by 

the convention, to be used in ordinary cases. It was designed for instances of precipitate legislation, in 

unguarded moments. Thus restricted, and it has been thus restricted by all former presidents, it might 

not be mischievous. During Mr. Madison’s administration of eight years, there occurred but two or 

three cases of its exercise. During the last administration, I do not now recollect that it was once. In a 

period little upward of three years, the present chief magistrate has employed the veto four times. We 

now hear quite frequently, in the progress of measures through Congress, the statement that the 

president will veto them, urged as an objection to their passage. 
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Document 3 

 

Source: An Act further to provide for the collection of duties on imports, 1833. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress 

assembled, 

 

That whenever, by reason of unlawful obstructions, combinations, or assemblages of persons, it shall 

become impracticable, in the judgment of the President, to execute the revenue laws, and collect the 

duties on imports in the ordinary way, in any collection district, it shall and may be lawful for the 

President to direct that the custom-house for such district be established and kept in any secure place 

within some port or harbour of such district, either upon land or on board any vessel; and, in that case, 

it shall be the duty of the collector to reside at such place, and there to detain all vessels and cargoes 

arriving within the said district until the duties imposed on said cargoes, by law, be paid in cash, 

deducting interest according to existing laws; and in such cases it shall be unlawful to take the vessel or 

cargo from the custody of the proper officer of the customs, unless by process from some court of the 

United States; and in case of any attempt otherwise to take such vessel or cargo by any force, or 

combination, or assemblage of persons too great to be overcome by the officers of the customs, it shall 

and may be lawful for the President of the United States, or such person or persons as he shall have 

empowered for that purpose, to employ such part of the land or naval forces, or militia of the United 

States, as may be deemed necessary for the purpose of preventing the removal of such vessel or cargo, 

and protecting the officers of the customs in retaining the custody thereof. 
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Document 4 

Source: Cartoon by James Baillie, “Texas Coming In,” 1844. 
 

 

 
Document 5 

Source: Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Speech at Waterloo, New York, 1848. 

 

Man must know the advantages of voting for they all seem very tenacious about the right. Think you if 

woman had a voice in this government, that all those laws affecting her interests would so entirely 

violate every principle of right and justice? Had we a vote to give might not the office holders and 

seekers propose some change in woman's condition? Might not "woman's rights" come to be as great a 

question as "free soil"? But are you not already sufficiently represented by your Fathers, Husbands, 

Brothers and Sons. Let your statute books answer the question. We have had enough of such 

representation. In nothing is woman's true happiness consulted, men like to call her an angel—to feed 

her with what they think sweet food nourishing her vanity, to induce her to believe her organization is 

so much finer more delicate than theirs, that she is not fitted to struggle with the tempests of public life 

but needs their care and protection. Care and protection? Such as the wolf gives the lamb—such as the 

eagle the hare he carries to his eyrie. Most cunningly he entraps her and then takes from her all those 

rights which are dearer to him than life itself, rights which have been baptized in blood and the 

maintenance of which is even now rocking to their foundations the kingdoms of the old world.  

 
END OF DOCUMENTS FOR QUESTION 1 
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CONTEXTUALIZATION 
 

Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.  

The response must relate the topic of the prompt to broader historical events, developments, or 
processes that occur before, during, or continue after the time frame of the question. This point is not 
awarded for merely a phrase or a reference. 

 
 

 

 

THESIS / CLAIM 

Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim  
that establishes a line of reasoning.  

The thesis must make a claim that responds to the prompt, rather than merely restating or rephrasing 
the prompt. The thesis must consist of one or more sentences located in one place, either in the 
introduction or the conclusion. 

 
 

 

 

DOCUMENTS, EVIDENCE, & ANALYSIS 
 

 

 DESCRIBES SUPPORTS EXPLAINS Accurately DESCRIBES the content of 
at least TWO documents to address 
the topic of the prompt. Quotes are 
insufficient to earn this point. 

 
Doc __    

Doc __     

Doc __    SUPPORTS an argument in response 
to the prompt using at least TWO (1 
Pt) or FOUR (2 Pts) documents. These 
documents should meet (and exceed) the 
standard set for the description point. 

/2 
Doc __    

Doc __     

TOTAL    For ONE or TWO documents, 
EXPLAINS HOW or WHY the 
document’s point of view, purpose, 
historical situation, and/or audience 
is relevant to an argument.  

/2 
    

  
 

Uses specific historical evidence beyond what is found in the documents 
relevant to an argument about the prompt. (one per example – up to TWO points) 

The response must describe the evidence and must use more than a phrase or reference.  
This additional piece of evidence must be different from the evidence used to earn the  
point for contextualization. 

/2 

 

 

Demonstrates a complex understanding of the historical development that 

is the focus of the prompt, using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or 

modify an argument that addresses the question.  

The response must demonstrate a complex understanding, which must be part of the argument and not 
merely a phrase or reference. This could include: 

 
 

 

• Explaining nuance by analyzing multiple variables 

• Explaining both similarity and difference, both continuity and change, or 
multiple causes, or both causes and effects 

• Explaining relevant and insightful connections within and across periods 

TOTAL 
POINTS: 

 

/ 10 
 

• Confirming the validity of an argument by corroborating multiple perspectives across themes 

• Qualifying or modifying an argument by considering diverse or alternative views or evidence 
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